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REMARKS 

Claims 28-47 are currently pending in the application. Claims 40 and 41 are 
amended. No new matter is added. 

Rejection of Claims 40 and 41 Under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2 nd paragraph 

The Examiner has rejected claims 40 and 41 under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being allegedly indefinite due to a lack of antecedent basis in the claims 
based on the word "The" at the beginning of each of claims 40 and 41 . 

Applicants have amended claims 40 and 41 to read "A system." Applicants 
respectfully submit that the claims are no longer indefinite, and respectfully request the 
withdrawal of the rejection and allowance of the claims. 

Rejection of Claims 28-47 Under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 

Claims 28-47 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 6,827,095 (O'Conner). Applicants traverse this rejection. 

According to the Office Action, the '095 patent discloses the use of "double sided 
adhesive tape at the microscale device in Column 3." The Examiner alleges that Figure 1 
demonstrates a plurality of microchannels and reservoirs or wells. Applicants 
respectfully submit that the invention as claimed is not anticipated by the '095 patent and 
respectfully traverse the rejection. 

The invention as claimed is directed to methods for interfacing macroscale 
components or devices to microscale devices, and to integrated systems comprising 
macroscale and microscale components. The claims are drawn to a system comprising a 
macroscale device which is interfaced with a microscale device at an interface using 
double-sided tape. Alternatively, the system comprises a macroscale device which is 
interfaced with a microscale device at an interface using transfer tape. 

The '095 patent does not teach or describe a system comprising a macroscale 
device or surface interfaced with a microscale device, and the use of various methods of 
tape and adhesion at an interface between the macroscale and microscale devices. 
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Rather, the '095 patent is drawn to microfluidic systems and methods of fabricating and 
adhering stencil layers using double-sided tape. The '095 patent contains no reference or 
mention of any macrofluidic device as part of the invention. 

As such, the teaching of the '095 patent, as pointed out by the Examiner, of the 
use of double-sided tape, or any non-permanent adhesive (Column 7) is not anticipated as 
a method for interfacing a macroscale component and a microscale component, as 
presently claimed. Accordingly, the '095 patent does not anticipate the instant claim and 
Applicants respectfully request the withdrawal of the rejections and allowance of the 
claims. . 



If the Examiner believes that a telephone conversation with Applicant's 
attorney/agent would expedite prosecution of this application, the Examiner is cordially 
invited to call the undersigned attorney of record. The Director is hereby authorized to 
charge any credits or deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to be filed or which should 
have been filed herewith (or with any paper hereafter filed in this application by this 
firm) to our Deposit Account No. 04-1 105, under Order No. 58850 (47137). 



Respectfully submitted, 
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